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An ecosystem is made up of plants, animals, micro-organisms, non-living things and their
shared environment. All of these things drive natural processes, which keep the ecosystem
working. Food production, clean air, clean water and our own health all rely on this.

Rewilding is the restoration of nature to the point where natural processes are working on
their own - and nature can take care of itself again. Rewilding Scotland’s land and seas
would support all of the living things that call Scotland home - including us. Scotland’s wild

nature is amazing. It's even more amazing when you know how each of our plants, animals
and other organisms work together. Did you know...

@ Beavers have orange teeth?

Beaver teeth contain iron, making them orange - and strong enough to gnaw trees.
Beavers were hunted to extinction 400 years ago in Scotland - but rewilding efforts have
seen this important species return to Scotland’s rivers. Beavers are ecosystem engineers,

changing the landscape around them and creating homes for other animals like dragonflies,
otters and fish.

© Scotland has one of the oldest trees in Europe?

A Yew tree in Fortingall, Perthshire, is thought to be one of the oldest living trees in Europe.

Old trees are an essential part of forest ecosystems. Really ancient trees like the Fortingall
Yew provide a perfect home for plants, animals and fungi.

€ There are flowers under the sea?

Seagrass is the only flowering plant that can live in saltwater. Loads of animals like to live
on and amongst seagrass fronds. Scotland has lost around 90% of its seagrass meadows due
to pollution, seabed damage from destructive fishing methods and non-native grasses.

Seagrass is not only an important habitat for other creatures - it also absorbs and stores
carbon at an incredible rate, helping tackle climate change.

@ Scotland had lynx when Edinburgh Castle was built?

The last lynx died out in Scotland less than 800 years ago - and recent research
says lynx might still have been around just 300 years ago.

The Eurasian lynx is Europe’s largest cat. They died out in Scotland because of

hunting and the destruction of their forest homes. Lynx keep ecosystems working
by eating other animals. This controls numbers of animals like deer - and provides
other organisms with large carcasses, kickstarting natural processes.
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© Oyster beds can be the size of cities?

Native oysters can clump together and cover an area as large as 15 square kilometres -
that’s almost the size of the city of Stirling. However, overfishing and pollution has led to
Scotland losing almost all of its oysters.

Oyster beds are amazing 3D structures that provide an important habitat for other marine
species. They shelter young fish, provide a surface for mussels and barnacles - and filter
water so seagrass can thrive.

G Red squirrels can smell food under a metre of snow?

Red squirrels bury food in multiple places, using their amazing sense of smell to find their
food again throughout the winter - even when it’s buried under a metre of snow.

Red squirrels eat pinecones and spread the seeds, which helps regenerate pine woodlands.

0 Scotland has a flower found nowhere else?

Scottish Primrose only grows on the coast around the north of Scotland. This tiny flower is
threatened by too much grazing and not enough grazing - so it needs a working ecosystem.

Grazing animals are often an important part of rewilding projects. Animals like deer, elk,
bison and boar change the land around them by nibbling different plants, carrying seeds
around on their coats or disturbing soil.

e There’s a fungus that looks like orange peel?

Orange peel fungus looks just like someone has dropped orange peel during a hike.

Without fungi, we would all be stuck under a mountain of dead leaves and logs. Some fungi,
like orange peel fungi, are able to break down matter into simpler substances, creating
healthy soil and providing food for plants.

@ Scotland has over 1 million wild deer?

Scotland has over 1 million deer living wild - twice as many as we had in
1990. Scottish red deer are smaller than their European cousins. Some people
think this is because they’ve lived apart from other deer populations for so
long, while others think Scotland has too many deer.

Eating wild venison helps restore balance to Scotland’s ecosystems, reducing
the deer population and improving its health.

@ Salmon can jump 3 metres high?

Atlantic salmon spend their lives out at sea, but return to the river
they hatched in to have their own young. They can jump 3 metres

out of the water - helping clear obstacles like dams or logs as they
swim upstream.

Salmon move nutrients from the sea to the river - a vitally
important ecosystem role. Salmon need clean rivers shaded by
trees to thrive - so more wild salmon in Scotland would show that
our ecosystems were recovering.
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